
Heriot-Watt University Earl Mountbatten Building  

Crush Area Refurbishment 2009 Requirements 
 

The “crush area” is an open plan common area used mostly by computer science and electrical 

engineering students. We want to refurbish this area to make it a bright, colourful, attractive, 

comfortable area for students to socialise, work in groups and work individually. We will be installing 

3 plasma screen wall mounted TVs round this area for interactive displays of our research software, 

as well as student information. We are looking for estimates from furniture and carpet suppliers for 

this area to cover the following requirements. 

 Flexibility: the room is used in different ways at different times. The furniture should be easy 

to move by students or staff. 

 Enable technology use: Our students need to be able to work on their laptops and so have 

access to power. They also will be interacting with our plasma screen displays. 

 Ergonomics: The users of the space need to be comfortable when they are working on 

laptops and with each other. 

 Durability: This space can be used by hundreds of people per day in semester time, so the 

materials must be robust and easy to clean. 

Call for designs 
We would like each supplier to come up with a couple of alternative designs for the space, based on 

the plans provided (Maureen/ Al to supply) and the requirements stated below. Please include 

sample colour schemes with the design. We will show these designs to the students and staff to get 

feedback and then decide which design to choose based on this. Deadline for companies to submit 

plans:  30th October 2009. We are currently aiming for the refurb to happen in early December 2009. 

How the space is used 
The space is small considering the number of purposes we have for it, so we need a clever flexible 

design which makes the best of what we have. 

1. Students’ social space. One of the main functions of the space is as a meeting place for 

students to chat and relax.  It would be useful for the social space to be clearly separated 

from the space designed for learning. This could be perhaps indicated by changes in colour 

of the furniture or carpet and zoned lighting. 

2. Students’ learning space. Students frequently use the area for learning outside class time: 

a. Group work. Students meet to discuss their group projects. They often cluster round 

a table and look at work together on a laptop screen. We would like a couple of the 

group spaces to be able to view a plasma screen and project their laptops onto it. 

We would also like whiteboards for students to take notes. 



b. Individual learning. It is quite common for students to sit by themselves to work on 

their laptop or read notes. They need power points for their laptops. 

3. Waiting. The space is next to two lecture theatres and so immediately before and after 

lectures, there can be crowds of people waiting outside the lecture theatre doors. Ideally 

furniture used for learning would be sited away from the waiting area to cut noise. 

4. Informal eating. Students sometimes snack or eat their lunch while talking to friends. The 

floor covering should be easy to keep clean because of this.  There is currently a vending 

machine but we will probably move it elsewhere  to save space. 

5. Reading noticeboards. We need to display official information, as well as job adverts or 

student society posters. Currently there are noticeboards all round the walls but we intend 

to reduce the number and display some of the information on plasma screens instead. There 

needs to be at least one noticeboard which people can stand around. 

6. Poster Days. Three or four times a year, all the furniture is moved aside and poster display 

boards are set up. Students might also demo their projects here. People stand next to 

posters and discuss them with visitors. Exhibitions of equipment by manufacturers also take 

place in a similar way a couple of times a year. This means the furniture needs to be easy to 

move. 

7. Formal social events. We have a number of student induction/welcome buffets in this space, 

usually at the start of the academic year. These events need space for food to be laid out 

and for people to mill around and talk to each other. 
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