
Earl Mountbatten Building Crush Area Refurbishment 

Have your say! 

What’s this rumour I hear about the crush area being refurbished? 

 It’s true! The crush area will be refurbished including furniture, carpets, walls, lighting and new 

technology. We aim to do this in December 2009 (fingers crossed!), but some parts might have to be 

done in Easter 2010.  

So where’s all the money coming from? 

The project is funded by an RCIF research project lead by Professors Ruth Aylett, Rob Pooley and 

Nick Taylor. The research funding is related to pervasive computing – the idea that computers 

should no longer sit on the desktop but should be embedded seamlessly into the environment. The 

refurbishment of the crush area is part of this project as a busy public space where we can exhibit 

new research ideas. There will also be a sensor network and plasma screens in the EM building 

corridors. Sandy Louchart and Judy Robertson are also launching a new research lab called the 

Digital Story lab which opens in room 1.51 on Nov 13th. 

Who has a say about what the new crush area will look like? 

Anyone who uses it – students, all staff and visitors.  We have already taken into account the 

feedback students have given us in a discussion we had in Spring 2009. Various staff members were 

consulted about the current uses of the space in Autumn 2009. We are also talking to Estates, Media 

Services and Procurement departments within the university. 

If you have a comment or suggestion please: 

 Come to the drop  in sessions on Wed 21st and 28th Oct in the crush area between 1.15 and 

2.15pm 

 Write it down and put it in the suggestions box in the crush area.  

 Students, talk to your School Officer. (For CS/IS students: Deniss Starevics ds144@hw.ac.uk. 

For EE students: Sandy MacDonald arm9@hw.ac.uk) 

 Staff, email Judy Robertson (Judy.Robertson@hw.ac.uk) 

 Or leave a comment on the web page at 
http://judyrobertson.typepad.com/judy_robertson/2009/10/new-student-social-space.html 

Please note that comments will close on Wed 28th October so we can get ahead and start ordering 

the furniture before Christmas. 

What will the new crush area be used for? 

Everything the current crush area is used for just now. This includes socialising, group work, 

individual work on laptops, waiting for lectures, reading notice boards, eating snacks, poster days 

and buffet events, such as student induction days. No wonder it’s hard for the designers to fit 

everything in! We are going to try to get furniture so people can be comfortable while doing these 

things. This means getting light furniture on wheels, making sure the tables are the right height for 

laptop working, supplying enough powerpoints and making the area more brightly lit. We are also 

looking into getting a drinking fountain. 
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What cool technology will we have? 
I’m glad you asked. Currently the plan is for 2 plasma screens, web cams and RFID tags for sensing 

who is present in the area, directional speakers mounted on robot arms and programmable lights. 

And a fibre optic rug which displays different colours when you step on it. PLUS – my personal 

favourite – a statue of a lady covered in goat hair which lights up when you touch her. No kidding – 

as a loan from our friends in the School of Textiles and Design. 

We want your help! 
Please let us know your opinion about these questions: 

 The crush area is a weird name. Can you think of something better? 

 Which of the layouts for furniture do you like? Patterns and colours of the fabric? 

 What kind of floor covering do you want? Carpet tiles? Vinyl? What kind of colours and 

patterns? 

 What general colour scheme would you favour (including paint)? 

 What do you think of the lighting options (virtual skylights – see printout in crush area)? 

 What should we display on the plasma screens? What exhibitions might we have? 

By Judy Robertson 21/10/09/. In a hurry, ignore typos! 


